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December 8, 2019
SeconD SunDay of aDvent

Welcome to Old Stone Presbyterian Church!

We’re so happy you’re here.
Feel free to have a cup of coffee or tea, and if you need any help finding things 

(where child care is, what you need for service), feel free to ask the greeters who 
will assist you.

 

 



GatherinG

Welcome, announcements, Prayer

Prelude

call to WorshiP
 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
 The calf and the lion and the falling will lie down together,
  And a little child shall lead them.

liGhtinG of the Peace candle: Fellowship Committee
  
*hymn (#8): Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

*confession and Pardon
 We hear of wolves laying with lambs,
 Yet we struggle to believe.
 We hear of Christ’s coming,
 Yet we struggle to believe.

 God of the impossible,
 Bring us new hope,
 Remind us that you love and guide us,
 Even when we struggle to believe.

 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
 Thanks be to God.

*PassinG of the Peace

old stone choir: Follow The Christmas Star

Word

children’s time

chorus: Dona Nobis Pacem 

Prayer for illumination

first scriPture readinG: Romans 15:4-13

second scriPture readinG: Matthew 3:1-12

* - Invited to Stand
Bold - Invited to Respond

We continue to begin our 
worship with Isaiah’s reminder 
of the one who is to come.

This Sunday, as we continue 
to head towards home, we’re 
mindful of the ways that 
we can struggle with our 
orientation.  Yet throughout 
history, God leads God’s 
people.  Even in the midst 
of struggle to believe in the 
impossible, we can rest and be 
sure that God will still do as 
God said.

Follow the Christmas Star 
- Composer Ruth Elaine 
Schram has adapted the 
American slave song “Follow 
the Drinking Gourd” - 
Drinking Gourd was another 
name for the Big Dipper, 
which includes the North Star, 
which slaves would follow along 
the Underground Railroad to 
the north and freedom - into 
a Christmas setting, in which 
we also follow a star to find the 
one who will set us free.



sermon: “Finding the Roads to Home”                                  Rev. Adam Anderson
 
*hymn: (screen) Hope is Dawning

*affirmation of faith:
 We believe that God has entrusted the church
  with the message of reconciliation
  in and through Jesus Christ.
 We believe that the church is called
  to be the salt of the earth
  and the light of the world.
 We believe that the church is called blessed
  because it is a peacemaker.
 We believe that the church is witness
  both by word and by deed
  to the new heaven and the new earth
  in which righteousness dwells.
 
Prayers of the PeoPle and the lord’s Prayer
  
offerinG

doxoloGy

sendinG

*hymn(#12): People, Look East 

Benediction

*Postlude
  

Hope is Dawning - Matt 
Maher’s song is perhaps not 
Advent exclusive, but the lyrics 
do speak to our hopefulness at 
this time of year. As we “come 
home” we also prepare for the 
coming of Christ.

This Affirmation draws 
from The Confession of 
Belhar.  Added in 2016 to 
our Book of Confessions, it 
was an effort for the Dutch 
Reformed Mission Church in 
South Africa to speak against 
Apartheid.  We can imagine 
a world that no matter our 
background, we can find a 
home in Jesus Christ.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
Who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily  
bread,
And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, 
power, and glory forever.  
Amen.

People Look East - Poet/
author/playwright Eleanor 
Farjeon’s (she has a literary 
award named for her!) poem 
was first published at Carol of 
Advent 3” in the Oxford Book 
of Carols. As we think about 
preparation in our Advent of 
‘Coming home,” there are 
perhaps no more appropriate 
words.



aBout this service

This week, we’ve spent a lot of time thinking about direction.  Whether it’s 
orienting our maps and GPS’s, or looking a certain direction, Advent is a 
time where we are moving towards the Christ child.  The Christian faith is 
most often a faith of movement - out of the garden, out of Egypt, out of 
Israel and Judah, out of Bethlehem, out of Jerusalem.  Yet, there was always 
a place to go that God prepared, even if it wasn’t so clear at the beginning: a 
safe place outside Eden, a promised land, a return to home, and for Jesus a 
return to God where he still prepares rooms for us.  As we continue on our 
journey, let us rest assured that wherever we are going, God has a home for 
us, and trust the maps we have recieved. 

Questions for Reflection:

1. What is God’s picture of our church?

2. What is God’s picture of our community?

3. What do you think is God’s picture of the world?

4. How can we help to make that vision a reality?

Happy Birthday:

December 9
Molly Meier

December 11
Meredith Frymyer

December 12
Brent Baxter

December 13
Emily Frymyer
Stephanie Kreager

December 14
Guy Morrison
Wes Wright 


